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The Willingboro 
Astronomical Society 
(WAS) serves both the 
public and amateur 
astronomers of the 
Delaware Valley. We 
have a long history of 
free public star 
watches, educational 
outreach to schools 
and groups, help for 
beginners, informative 
and lively meetings, 
and experienced 
leadership. 

Celebrat ing our 41 st Year 

Make checks payable to Willingboro Astronomi-
cal Society or WAS and send to: 
 

Willingboro Astronomical Society 
P.O. Box 371 

Gloucester City, NJ 08030–0371 Ce lebrat ing our 41st Year 

April 12 (Sat) at Batsto Village (7:00–11:00 pm) 
May 24 (Sat) at Bass River (7:30–11:00 pm) 
June 7 (Sat) at Batsto Village (7:30–11:00 pm) 
July 5 (Sat) at Bass River (7:30–11:00 pm) 
August 9 (Sat) at Batsto Village (7:30–11:00 pm) 
August 30 (Sat) at Bass River (7:00–11:00 pm) 
September 27 (Sat) at Atsion Field (6:30–11:00 pm) 
October 4 (Sat) at Batsto Village (6:30–11:00 pm) 
November 1 (Sat) at Batsto Village (6:30–11:00 pm) 

2008 Schedule of 
Public Star Watches 

www.wasoc ie ty.net Please vis i t  our websi te at :  

www.wasoc iety.net 
for  d i rect ions to the locat ions o f  the 
f ree  publ ic s tar  watches.  

WAS Membership 
Name:_________________________________ 
 
Address:________________________________ 
 
Address:________________________________ 
 
City:__________________________________ 
 
State:_______________ Zip:________________ 
 
Phone:_________________________________ 
 
Email:_________________________________ 

January $24 

February $22 

March $20 

April $18 

May $16 

June $14 

July $12 

August $10 

September $08 

October $06 

November $04 

December $24 

Dues are $24 per year 
payable each January. 
New members joining 
in midyear pay a pro-
rated amount as shown 
in the table. 

All WAS meetings are 
open to the public, so 
anyone can attend. If 
astronomy interests you, 
check us out! WAS 
welcomes all who seek 
to know more about our 
universe.  



Annual Club Activities 
• WAS hosts 9 free public star watches in asso-

ciation with the New Jersey Division of 
Parks & Forestry 

• WAS hosts several school-sponsored star 
watches 

• WAS holds two member-only picnics 

• WAS holds a members-only holiday party 
that includes door prizes 

Informal Club Activities 
• When observing conditions are good, mem-

bers will meet at several observing sites, in-
cluding Carranza Field and Coyle Field 

• Members communicate via Yahoo Groups 
(wasociety@yahoogroups.com) 

• Groups of WAS members attend events such 
as Winter Star Party, Stellafane, Black Forest 
Star Party, Northeast Astronomy Forum 
(NEAF) 

Meetings 

• WAS meets twice a month (usually the first 
and last Friday) at the St. Peter Celestine 
School in Cherry Hill (on Kings Highway) 

• Meetings begin at 7:50 PM.  

• Meetings include discussions of observa-
tions, equipment, astronomical challenges, 
and audio-visual presentations via WAS’s 
digital projector 

Membership 

• Membership dues are $24 per year 

• Dues are prorated depending on the month 
one’s membership begins 

• A monthly newsletter is available on the 
WAS website. 

T he Willingboro Astro-
nomical Society (WAS) 
was founded 41 years ago 

by three 15-year-old boys whose 
passion for exploring the cosmos led 
them to form an organization where 
they could share this interest with 
others. Today, WAS is a nonprofit 
group with a large active member-
ship who vigorously support formal 
and informal society activities. 

T he mission of the Willing-
boro Astronomical Society 
is fourfold: 

• To promote astronomy as an in-
teresting, wholesome activity for 
people of all ages 

• To educate the public about the 
natural wonders that make up our 
universe and the need to preserve 
the beauty of our night sky 

• To serve our members through 
the sharing of ideas, expertise,  
and equipment at meetings and 
observing sessions 

• To provide an opportunity for 
members who share this passion 
for astronomy to socialize at soci-
ety sponsored picnics and parties 

Y ou do not need a telescope 
to join WAS. All of our 
meetings are open to the 

public, so you can “try” us before 
deciding whether to join. 

WAS Meeting Site 
Our regular meeting site is at St. Peter Celestine 
School, 402 N. Kings Highway, Cherry Hill, NJ 
08034. St. Peter Celestine Church is about ¼-mile 
north of Chapel Avenue on the left-hand side of the 
highway. The entrance is adjacent to the north side of 
the church building. The school building is behind 
the church. WAS meets in the second floor faculty 
lounge (turn left at top of stairs).  

www.wasociety.net 
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If you are just starting out in astronomy or have some 
experience as an observer, WAS members can offer 
knowledge and practical expertise in these areas: 

• Basic astronomy 
• Telescopes and observing equipment 
• Observing techniques 
• Lunar / solar / planetary observing 
• Deep sky objects (DSOs) 
• Astrophotography 
• CCD and DSLR digital imaging 
• Presentations and activities for school students 

M57, the Ring Nebula, can 
be found in the constellation 
of Lyra. Though called a 
planetary nebula, it has 
nothing to do with planets. 
When stars like the Sun die, 
they eject a huge shell of gas 
that glows from the heat of 
the dying star, which we call 
a white dwarf.  At a WAS 
Star Watch, you will see 
M57 and other celestial 
wonders. 


